
OHIO STATE SOCIETY OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS  

Summer Board Meeting 2016 

   Date: 7/9/16 

                           Where:   Gahanna, OH              

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:   President Diana Rogers 12:34 PM 

 

INVOCATION:  Judy Harlan 

 

ROLL CALL: Secretary  Melanie Shearer  conducted the roll call:  

  

Excused: Ivana Susanek, Tammy McClish, April Schachleiter, Dr. Tabb, Dr. Minn,  

 

 Absent:  Renee Wendt, Heather Stevens, Amy Quinn, Cheryl Kuck,  

 *Quorum present  

    

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Marnie Hickman, Jennifer Krimaschewicz, Deb Novak 

 

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

  

Minutes from the Post Conference Board Meeting 

                        Julie Fogt made a motion to accept the board meeting minutes as previously 

distributed unless there are additions or correction. 

                        Kirren Finn seconded the motion. 

Vote taken.  

Minutes Accepted. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

Diana Rogers sent in notification to the AAMA of new officers and delegates.  Email 

confirmation was received.  

 

She also faxed an email to the AAMA to merge Ohio Regional and Southwest.  

 

The zip code audit was returned by Diana Rogers to the AAMA.  

 

The survey was completed by Diana Rogers on Mary Gambrell, AAMA Representative, who 

attended our state conference in April. The survey was then emailed to Kathy Langley. 

 

Clare Ley sent an email to Diana Rogers asking for an ad to be placed for Deb Novak’s election 

to the AAMA Board of Trustees in the AAMA National Meeting brochure/schedule. The Board 

of OSSMA accepted this request via email survey.  

 



Tammy McClish takes care of Facebook OSSMA and sends weekly reports to Diana Rogers.  

The reports are available from Diana if anyone would like to see them. 

 

Diana Rogers received an email from Paula Purdy with the agenda for the State Society 

Presidents and Presidents Elect which was held earlier this year in June.  

 

Diana Rogers has also been receiving new member rosters from the AAMA each month. She 

will start sending them to chapter presidents. 

 

 

OFFICER and DISTRICT COUNCILOR REPORTS:  

 

             Donna Pyle made a motion to dispense with the readings of Officer and District 

Councilor reports unless there is something to bring forward. 

             Dianne Moreland seconded the motion. 

  

Vote Taken.  

Motion Carried 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

# 20 Physician Advisor –  No report. However, Dr. Minn will also be added as an additional 

physician advisor. An evote was done in May through the Board to confirm.  

 

Aimee Wicker suggested that there is a physician at her workplace who is interested in being an 

additional physician advisor. Aimee Wicker will confirm interest from the physician and notify 

Diana Rogers if an additional evote is needed for confirmation. 

 

#21 Judicial Council –  No additional report. 

  

#22 Advertising- Melanie Shearer reported that there have been ads coming in for the Helping 

Hands from individual chapters with greetings and salutations wishing good will to other 

chapters and the OSSMA.  Previously we had been charging the sending chapter ad space.  Since 

the Helping Hands is no longer printed, we should no longer charge individual chapters for ads 

expressing good will or CEU events.   

 

Clare Ley made a motion to waive charging individual chapters for ad space and they are allotted 

a predetermined size ad or comment page. Natasha Geno seconded the motion. 

 

Discussion included size determination.  Jennifer Dietz said that it’s easier for her if the size is a 

half or whole page in the Helping Hands.  A suggestion was then made to have half page ads for 

good will wishes and a whole page for CEU events and other chapter announcements. 

 

Clare Ley made a motion to amend the original motion of “allotted predetermined size ad or 

comment page” to “limitations will be made to half page for greetings, full page for 

informative.” 



Vote taken. 

Amendment passed.  

 

Vote taken. 

Motion carried. 

 

Melanie Shearer reported that she and Jennifer Dietz have been researching Excel Award 

winners for the bulletin. For many award winners, the bulletins have had many ads for outside 

vendors such as pizza and dentistry.  Melanie Shearer suggested that we offer the same for the 

Helping Hands in order to make money for the OSSMA. 

 

It was then suggested that adding too many ads would take away the professionalism of the 

Helping Hands.  An additional comment was made that possibly by adding more outside ads it 

would suggest that we are making an attempt to advertise our professional organization to 

outside vendors.  

 

Jennifer Dietz mentioned that our Helping Hands does not do a good job of advertising our 

outside community work. Several chapters reported that they do have community service 

projects going on.  Jennifer Dietz asked that they send these to her so that it can be 

advertised/reported in the Helping Hands. 

 

Discussion then included how big the outside ads should be.  It was decided that a page at the 

end of the Helping Hands would be dedicated to outside vendor ads if we get them. 

 

#23 Articles/Bylaw –  Aimee Wicker asked that a portion of her report be disregarded 

concerning “3 years”.  The Articles and Bylaws will be updated as needed. If there are any 

changes, an email will be sent out by the Articles/Bylaws chair to chapter presidents. 

 

 

#24 Awards – No additional report. 

 

 

 

 

#25 Mary Buckley – No additional report. 

 

 

 

 

#26 Budget/Finance – No additional report. 

 

 

 

#27 Bulletin – Jennifer Dietz submitted for the Excel Awards for the Helping Hands. She 

received email confirmation from the AAMA that her submission was received. She submitted 

her receipts for the color copying ($200.00) and was reimbursed. 



Jennifer Dietz added that since the vote took place earlier in the meeting to waive ad fees for 

chapters, could the deadline for submission to the Helping Hands be moved back an additional 

week.  It was decided that the deadline for the current issue would hold, but future deadlines 

would move back one week to allow for more submissions of ads. 

 

Jennifer Dietz will send out the Helping Hands to chapter presidents for distribution. 

 

 

#28 Chapter Liaison – No additional report. 

 

 

 

#29 Continuing Ed – No additional report, however discussion about MA Learn was presented.  

Aimee Wicker reported that she had received a question about MA Learn from a member of her 

chapter.  The member wanted to know who owns MA Learn, if it is not an OSSMA affiliated 

product, why are we including it, and who is overseeing the money.   

 

Jennifer Dietz answered that since she only designed the website, she could only answer certain 

questions. At the website’s current state, Tammy McClish is the owner, creates the CEU articles 

and tests, and gets AAMA approval.   

 

Diana Rogers asked why the MA Learn was set up as a separate website. Jennifer Dietz 

answered was not sure.  

 

Jennifer Dietz said as she understands it, that proceeds from the sponsoring chapter for each 

CEU are to go back to that chapter.  

 

Aimee Wicker explained that the member who brought the question to her expressed concerns 

that there is no over site on the proceeds for each chapter.  

 

Melanie Shearer asked how the individual county chapter treasurers are going to know how 

much money was made and how much is expected to be deposited; where is the check and 

balance for the money transaction?  Jennifer Dietz answered that there should be a 

communication from MA Learn telling the chapter what to expect.  She also said that since MA 

Learn just started out, they are still working out some issues.  

 

Discussion was introduced asking how long it takes to get the CEUs posted after the test has 

been taken.  Several members noted that sometimes it takes a while for the AAMA to post them 

to individual transcripts and to remain vigilant in checking. 

 

Clare Ley suggested that we wait until Tammy McClish is available to discuss the site before 

taking any action.  She suggested that any questions that are still unanswered should be brought 

to the Fall Board Meeting so that Tammy McClish can answer them. 

 

Jennifer Dietz added that a possible scholarship may be in the works with the funds, as well. 

 



 

#30 Conference 2016– Clare Ley submitted the report and everything came out to the penny.  

She is still waiting for a couple of checks to clear.  She wrote out a check to national for 

$5886.35 for the state and was deposited.   

 

182 total registrations were received.  Kirren Finn did a fantastic job and raised over $3000.00.  

 

 

#31 Conference 2017- Aimee Wicker noted that they have signed on with the Civic Center. They 

also have procured the Wingate hotel.  She encourages everyone to make reservations early as 

it’s not a large hotel and many of the rooms are king rooms. She also mentioned that they will be 

trying for a grant to get the Civic Center for free.   

 

 

#32 Historian –  No additional report. Please send any photos to Julie Fogt. 

 

 

#33 Membership- No additional report. 

 

 

#34 Nominating –No additional report. 

 

 

#35 Policy Handbook – No additional report. 

 

 

#36 Public Policy – Diana Rogers said there was a meeting that took place on 119 ORC on 

6/13/16 concerning moving forward with MAs being delegated to from a PA/APN. The law is 

currently in place, however additional rule making may take place. 

 

 

#37 Public Relations – Dawna Pyle made a request that anyone who has ideas on how to 

promote the organization should contact her.  

 

 

#38 Strategic Plan – No additional report. 

 

#39 Ways and Means – Agnes Root reported that there are still pins and bags available.  She 

wants to start a 50/50 raffle at the next meeting.  

 

 

#40 WebMaster – No additional report. 

 

#41 Ad Hoc Social Media- No additional report. 

 

 



 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Fall Board Meeting will be Oct 22, after the education session at Stark State College.  Flyers are 

available in the Helping Hands. A Chinese auction will take place.  

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

January Conference call can be done through WebEx through Cuyahoga Community College.  

The meeting will take place January 14, 2017 at 10am.  More instructions will follow closer to 

the date.  

 

Mileage reimbursement is listed in the Handbook as 57 ½ cents per mile.  Tammy McClish to 

change the handbook to state, “current federal rate,” under both Treasurer’s section and House of 

Delegates reimbursements section. 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Aimee Wicker will be nominated from the Floor of the National Meeting to run for Board of 

Trustees.   

 

If you are an officer or an alternate sitting in the place of an officer, or a committee chair, you get 

a $25.00 check for attending the meeting.  See Clare Ley for your check. 

 

We will be putting out items to support Aimee Wicker after the first session of the House of 

Delegates at Nationals.  

 

Aimee Wicker has a new email address:  awicker@jtdmh.org 

 

Deb Novak gave updates from National.  There is an open position for Secretary/Treasurer. Send 

information to the Nominating Chair if interested.  

 

Deb Novak is now Chair of several committees to compensate for open positions. For the 

Partnership Task Force, an ad-hoc committee that was newly formed, is looking to branch out 

and form partnerships with other entities in allied health.  HSAG in Ohio contacted her to 

collaborate.  They are contracted through CMS to provide physician practice education.  They 

are looking at preventative care, especially documentation of depression screening and alcohol 

usage. 

mailto:awicker@jtdmh.org


In 2017 at the national conference an app will be presented from the AAMA which has 

information on the conference in the ap. 

 

Don’t forget to get your photos into Ivana Susanek and Tammy McClish for the national meeting 

in 2017.   

 

If you have made arrangements for Ohio based company do-dads for the tables at 2016 national 

conference, please bring them with you.  

  

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned by the President at  1:58pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be October 22, 2016 at Stark State College.  

 

 

REPORTS DUE BY:  Reports due to Melanie Shearer no later than October 7, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Melanie Shearer, CMA(AAMA)  

OSSMA Secretary 2016-2017 

 
 

 


