
 

 

OHIO STATE SOCIETY OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS  1 
Fall Board Meeting 2016 2 

   Date:           October 22, 2016  3 

                           Where:       Stark State College          4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

CALL TO ORDER:   2:01 PM Diana Rogers 8 

 9 

INVOCATION:  No invocation was given. 10 

 11 

ROLL CALL: Secretary Melanie Shearer conducted the roll call:  12 

  13 

Excused: Tammy McClish, Julie Fogt, Renee Wendt, Judy Harlan, Dr. Tabb, Amy 14 

Wicker, Aimee Quinn, Laura Mizicko, Cheryl Kuck, Kirren Finn, Clare Hays, Judy Alessi, 15 

Jennifer Krimachewicz 16 

 17 

 Absent:  Heather Stevens 18 

 *Quorum present  19 

    20 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  21 
 22 

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 23 
  24 

Regarding the minutes from the Post Conference Board Meeting, Clare Ley remarked that an 25 

addition should be made to the minutes stating that Deb Novak is serving on AAMA national 26 

committees. 27 

                       Clare Ley made a motion to accept the board meeting minutes with corrections. 28 

                       Judi Michaels seconded the motion. 29 

Vote taken.  30 

Minutes approved with corrections. 31 

 32 

CORRESPONDENCE: 33 
 34 

Kathy Langly sent an email from Don Balasa stating that several members have been asked to 35 

serve as expert witnesses in litigation. State society leaders and members are under no legal 36 

obligation to accept requests to serve as an expert witness in litigation. They should feel free to 37 

not respond to such requests.  Feel free to email questions to Don Balasa if you have questions. 38 

 39 
Thank you note was received from Deb Novak for our support and donation for the ad for her 40 

campaign for AAMA Trustee. She is truly grateful and honored. 41 

 42 

David Knight requested correct names of all of our chapters as some chapters were having 43 

trouble cashing checks for dues.  Diana Rogers replied with the information. 44 

 45 



 

 

Letter from the Mayor to inform us that a new medical assisting program at the American 46 

national university has received initial accreditation from CAAHEP.  It was reported that they 47 

are now closed.  48 

 49 

Linda Allensworth, from the AAMA Certifying Board, they congratulate the OSSMA for 50 

winning the Excel Award for greatest increase of new CMA(AAMA)s for a state society will 51 

801 or more members. A check was sent and received for $100.  52 

 53 

Several messages were received over the website, many relating to scope of practice.  Cheryl 54 

Kuck has responded to the scope of practice emails. A few emails were concerning getting 55 

certified which Diana or Cheryl have responded to.  56 

 57 

The AAMA Representatives for our state conference are ready to be chosen for the 2017 58 

conference. If anyone has a request they were offered the chance to speak up. A discussion was 59 

held about possibly having Don Balasa be our representative.  60 

 61 
 62 

OFFICER and DISTRICT COUNCILOR REPORTS:  63 
 64 

              Judy Kronenberger made a motion to dispense with the readings of Officer and District 65 

Councilor reports unless there is something to bring forward. 66 

              Diane Moreland seconded the motion. 67 

  68 

Vote Taken.  69 

Motion carried. 70 

 71 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 72 

 73 

No additional reports were discussed. 74 

 75 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 76 

 77 
Conference 2016: A request was made to view the presentation for the National Conference in 78 

2017 that was presented in Reston, VA.  No one had a copy of the latest version to share. 79 

 80 

A request was made for an update on the 2017 State Conference. Aimee Wicker was online 81 

through WebEx, but was unable to speak due to technical issues connecting with the WiFi of the 82 

building. More information to come during the Winter Phone Conference in January. 83 

 84 

WebEx will be used for the Winter Board Meeting.  Jennifer Dietz had the WebEx software up 85 

and running during the meeting so attendees could see how it will run.  86 

 87 

The AdHoc Committee for Social Media was formed from the previous board meeting. The 88 

CEUs through MALearn will be tabled again until next meeting when Tammy can attend. We 89 

also reviewed the AdHoc Committee report to discuss the job description of the Social Media 90 

Chair.   91 



 

 

 92 

Clare Ley moved to accept the job description of the Social Media Chair as described in 93 

the AdHoc Committee report.  94 

Karen Bacho seconded the motion. 95 

 96 

Vote taken.  97 

Motion carried. 98 

 99 

Athena Shaffer was appointed Social Media Chair.  She will ask for three additional members to 100 

serve on the committee.  101 

 102 

 103 

NEW BUSINESS: The following new business items are presented from the Report of the 104 

President: 105 

 106 

 107 

Deb Novak gave an update on the AdHoc Committee on Partnership through the AAMA. We 108 

have been asked by the American Cancer Society to partner with them. We will have a 109 

Partnership Task Force for Ohio where we will be gathering information to give to our patients 110 

on colorectal cancer prevention. There will be a session at the National Conference in 2017 111 

concerning this Partnership as well as the OSSMA State Conference in 2017. Ohio is being used 112 

as a pilot state for this program.  113 

There is a meeting taking place in Columbus on November 17, 2016 concerning this partnership 114 

and  115 

Deb Novak requested funds for the Task Force (Cheryl Kuck and Deb Novak) to be 116 

given travel reimbursement.  117 

Diane Moreland seconded the motion.  118 

 119 

Vote taken. 120 

Motion carried. 121 

 122 

Judy Kronenberger discussed the information presented from the 2016 AAMA House of 123 

Delegates meeting in Reston, VA concerning sponsorship of the MAERB by the AMT and 124 

NHA.  There were concerns that if this happens, the AMT will have a say in accreditation 125 

standards and those with the RMA credential could become site surveyors. It was also mentioned 126 

that any other certification body, if it met special criteria, may also want to serve as sponsors. 127 

 128 

There was a letter sent to the AAMA from several states requesting that if the MAERB does 129 

accept the RMA as a sponsor, the AAMA should pull its sponsorship. It was also suggested that 130 

the MAERB vacate the office of the AAMA where they are currently housed. Discussion took 131 

place explaining the relationship between AAMA, MAERB, and CAAHEP. 132 

The AAMA Board of Trustees will be discussing this and will report back to the Delegates in 133 

April. 134 

 135 

It was also discussed in the AAMA House of Delegates 2016 that because of the shortage of 136 

MAs, educators need to be more flexible with other allied health professionals to sit for the 137 



 

 

AAMA certification exam. Discussion centered on who should be able to take the exam and who 138 

should be able to be a delegate. 139 

 140 

The chairperson for OSSMA State Conference is Lora Wilson. 141 

 142 

Continuing education on the OSSMA website was discussed.  It was suggested that the website 143 

have a section that offers CEUs for members for a nominal fee.  We could offer a couple a year 144 

to limit the amount of work necessary, but also increase funds for the OSSMA. Ivana Susanek, 145 

Melanie Shearer, and Jennifer Dietz offered to research what would be necessary to get this up 146 

and running. 147 

 148 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 149 

 150 
The minutes from the 59th Session of the House of Delegates 2016 were missing from the 151 

website. They were located and posted to the website. 152 

 153 

An Emergency Dues Committee was suggested. Carol Watts has been the Emergency Dues 154 

contact since its inception. There is no definition of the Emergency Dues responsibility written. 155 

The discussion was tabled until January. 156 

 157 

Franklin County hosing a CEU event on November 5th with 3 CEUs. 158 

 159 

 160 

Thank yous were given from Stark County for those that attended the CEU event. 161 

 162 

 163 

 164 

  165 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned by the President at 3:27 pm. 166 

 167 

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be an online conference through WebEx January 14, 168 

2017 at 10 am.  You will received a meeting notice by email with the link to attend a week 169 

before the meeting. 170 

 171 

 172 
REPORTS DUE BY:  Reports due to Melanie Shearer no later than  January 2, 2017. 173 

 174 
 175 

 176 

 177 

 178 

 179 

 180 
 181 
 182 


